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TENTATIVE  TURKEY  IMPROVEMENT  PLAN 


The  National  Poultry  Improvement  Plan  became  opera-  j 
tive  July  1,  1935,  under  authority  of  an  appropriation  by  j 
Congress  (Public  No.  62-74th  Congress  -  H.  R.  6718)  for  the  | 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  United  States  Department  of  Agri-  j 
culture,  to  be  used  in  cooperation  with  State  authorities  in  j 
the  administration  of  regulations  for  the  improvement  of  j 
poultry,  poultry  products,  and  hatcheries.  ] 

I 

During  1936,  there  were  numerous  requests  to  develop  | 
and  institute  provisions  for  turkey  improvement  as  a  part  | 
of  the  National  Poultry  Improvement  Plan.  Consequently,  [ 
this  tentative  plan  has  been  developed  by  a  National  Turkey  j 
Improvement  Committee,  representing  the  turkey  industry  in  [ 
all  sections  of  the  United  States  in  cooperation  with  the  j 
Federal  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry.  It  is  intended  to  serve  | 
as  a  guide  for  State  turkey  improvement  work  until  such  time  | 
as  there  may  be  sufficient  demand  tc  have  a  plan  adopted  as  | 
a  section  of  the  National  Poultry  Improvement  Plan.  { 

I 

It  is  suggested  that  the  name  of  the  State  should  | 
precede  all  terms  describing  products  under  this  tentative  | 
plan.  The  prefix  "U.S."  should  not  be  used  until  a  turkey  im-  [ 
provement  plan  is  adopted  as  a  part  of  the  National  Poultry  j 
Improvement  Plan,  and  approved  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  | 
Agriculture.  1 
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TENTATIVE  TUElKST  IMPB07M1NT  PLAN 


Titis  Tentative  Turlcey  laprovejneat  Plan  bas  Ijesni  developed  with  a. 
view  to  the  establishment  of  the  tu.'ricay  breeding  industry  upon  as  sound 
a  basis  as  possible.  Bia  adoption  of  this  plan  in  all  parts  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  should  bring  about  an  improvement  in  the  quality  of  hatching 
eggs,  poults,  breeding  stock,  and  maikat  products.  Such  results  should 
cause  turkey  production  to  ba  more  efficient  end  thus  aid  in  making  the 
turkey  enterprise  more  profitable. 

The  primary  jnnrpoae  of  this  plan  is  to  identify,  ^author! tat iveily, 
turkey  breeding  stock,  hatching  eggs,  and  poults  with  respect  to  quality 
by  describing  them  in  terms  unifortaly  accepted  in  all  parte  of  the  pountry . 
Protection  is  thereby  afforded  producers  from  tinscrupulous  competition  and 
purchasers  are  enabled  to  buy  with  greater  confidence. 

Proper  Sanitation  of  Great  Jraportanoe 

Health  is  the  .foundation  of  successful  husbandry  since  upon  it  de¬ 
pends  successful  production  and  reproduction.  Constitutional  vigor  and 
sanitation  provide  the  beat  insurance  against  ill  health .  Every  poultry- 
man  and  every  hatcheiyman,  therefore,  is  under  obligation  to  maintain  the 
health  of  his  laying  and  breeding  stock  and  to  keep  his  premises  in  the 
best  possible  state  of  sanitation. 

Since  the  spread  of  the  majority  of  the  more  important  poultry  diseases 
results  from  conditions  of  filth,  it  becoraes  evident  tha,t  many  disea-se  co3>- 
ditions  are  amenable  to  sanitary  meacures. 

It  is  recommended  that  turkeys  should  never  be  maintained  in  the 
same  pens  or  on  the  same  range  with  chickens,  because  of  the  dagger  of 
such  combined  management  to  turk^s  from  blackhead  (eutero)>epatiti3)  and 
pullorum  infection.  Also,  turkey  eggs  should  be  hatched  in  separate  in¬ 
cubators  from  chicken  eggs  to  guard  against  the  spread  of  pullorum  infec¬ 
tion  in  turkeys,  unless  flocks  from  which  both  turkey  and  chicken  hatehing 
eggs  are  obtained  are  tested  for  pullorum  disease  and  all  reactors  removed. 

General  Begulations 

1.  Official  State  Agency.  —  An  official  State  agency  is  an  agency 
such  as  the  State  department  of  agriculture,  State  college  of  agriculture, 
or  other  agency  recognized  officially  by  a  State  government.  The  official 
State  agency' shall  direct,  supervise,  and  be  responsible  for  flock  selection, 
testing  for  pullorum  disease,  and  all  other  administrative  work  as  provided 
for  in  this  turkey  iEprovement  plan. 


2«  Official  State  Inspector;!.  Anv-iof facial  State  inspector  is  an 

employee  of  an  official  State  agency  whose  major  duties  comprise  the  official 
inspection  of  flocks,  eggs,  poults,  hatcheries,  turkey  premises,  records, 
and  methods  employed  in  carrying  on  official  State  turkey  improvement  work. 

3.  All  inspectors  shall  he  authorized  hy  the  official  State  agency. 

4.  Flocks,  eggs,  poults,  and  hatcheries  shall  he  subject,  to  inspection 
at  least  once  yearly  hy  properl^r  constituted  authority*  '  ;  '  ' 

5.  In  all  flocks  tested  under  thisrplan  for  pullorum  disease,  the 
testing  shall  he ^ done  hy  properly  qualified  persons  designated  hy  the  official 
State  agency., 

6.  All  houses  used  for  turkeys  shall  he  kept 'clean  and  in  good 

condition,  The  land  in  the  Immediate  vicinity  of  the  houses  shall  he  kept 
in  sanitary  condition.  .  ■ 

7.  Hatcheries  and  all  incubator  equipment  shall  he  kept  in  strictly 
sanitary  condition, 

8.  All  eggs  used  in  any  stage  of  this  plan  shall  he  reasonably  uni¬ 
form  in  size  and  shape ,  and . sound  in  shell* 

,9.  The  hatchery  management-  shall  maintain  the  identity  of  hatching 
eggs'  heihg  incuoated,  including  those  which  are  being  custom  hatched. 

10.  All  poults  sha,ll-  ho  normal  fjnd  representative  of  the  variety. 

11.  Delivery  of  poults  shall  ho  ma.de  in  approved  types  of  boxes 

properly  ventilated  and  securely  tied  and  poults  shall  ho  shipped  to  roach 
the  ultimate  purchaser  v/ithin  the  time  limit  prescribed  hy  the  tJ.  S*  Postal 
Regulations.  , 

12*  Poults  and  hatching  eggs  produced  under  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  this  plan  shall  lose  their  identity  as  of  the  terminology  us'ed  in  the 
plan  yhen  they  are  purchased  for  resale  hy  any  person,  firm,  or  corporation 
not  participating  in  this  plan. 

13.  Poults  and  hatching  eggs  of  identical  breeding  stages  and  pullorum- 
control  and  eradication  classes  may  he  exchanged  or  bought  for  resale  among 
members  of  the  industry  vho  are  participating  in  the  same  phases  of  this 
turkey  improvement  plan.  Members  of  the  industry  may  purcha,se  for  resale, 
eggs  or  poults  of  higher  stage  or  class  than  those  which  they  produce,  hut 
such  products  may  not  he  sold  as  of  tlie  higher  strjge  or  class, 

14, '^'  .Any  person,  firm,  or  corporation  selling  hatching  eggs' finder  the 
terminology  described  in  .this -plan,  othey  than'from  the  flock' or  flocks  of. 
such  person,  firm  or  corporation, _^,^shall  not  sell  hatching  eggs'  from  any 
flock  or  flocks,  other  than  .  those.. which  are;under  the  super\’'ision' of  this 
turkey  improvement  plan.  Adequate  records  -  shall  ho  kept  and  at  all  times  he 
available  to  the  official  State  agencies  concerned.  These  records  shall 
consist  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  flock  owners  supplying  hatching 


-  3  - 


eggs  of  each  vsxiety  sold  to  each  purchaser. 

15.  With  the  ^proval  of  ths  official  State  agency,  crossbred  poults 
may  he  produced  and  sold  hy  members  operating  under  this  turkey  improvement 
plan,  provided  that  both  males  and  feumles  in  the  breeding  flocks  meet  at 
least  the  mininum  requirements  of  the  (State)  Approved  stage,  including  se¬ 
lection,  leg  banding,  and  inspection.  Such  poults  shall  not  be  designated 
as  of  any  (State)  breeding  stage. 

16.  When  more  than  one  hatchery,  whether  loaated  within  a  Stat§  or  in 
two  or  more  States,  is  operated  under  the  seme  name,  ownership,  or  management, 
all  the  said  halcheriea  must  comply  with  the  regulations  of  the  (Stale) 
Approved  or  higher  breeding  stages  before  any  one  of  them-  may  offer  for  sale 
(state)  Approved  poults. 

17.  The  use  of  the  official  terminology  or  any  portion  thereof  of  any 
particular  breeding  stage  Or  pullonm  control  and  eradication  cla-ss,  of  this 
turkey  improvement  plan,  in  which  members  of  ths  industry  are  participating, 
shall  be  limited  to  hatching  oggs,  poults,  and  breeding  stock  that  meet  at 
least  the  niniiaum  requirements  of  thal  particular  stage  or  class  when  pro¬ 
duced  by  those  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  official  Stat-e  agency. 

18.  Breeding  stock  and  each  bundle  or  package  of  hatching  oggs  and 
poults  sold  or  offered  for  sale  shall  be  designated  by  official  labels  or  tags 
defining  the  breeding  stage  and  pulloram  control  and  eradica'm’. on  .cl, ass  in  ac¬ 
cord  with  the  regulations  of  this  turkey  improvement  plan,  enoept  that  the 
following  sliall  not  be  sold  or  offered  for  sale  under  official  labels;  (1) 
breeding  stock,  hatching  eggs,  and  poults  purchased  for  resale  by  a  non- 
participating  person,  firm,  or  coiporation  (see  Regulation  No.  12);  (2)  breed¬ 
ing  stock,  hatching  eggs,  and  po'olts  consigned  for  sale. 

19.  All  advertising  must  be  in  accord  with  the  rules  and  regulations 

of  this  ,  turkey  improvement  plan  end  the  Bair  Trade  Pma.ctice  roles  of 

the  Bederal  Tra.de  Commission  for  the  baby-chick  industry.  Copies  of  proposed 
folders,  catalogues,  circulars,  or  other  printed  literature  sliall  be  submitted 
to  and  approved  by  the  official  State  agency  before,  being  iirintod  and  dis¬ 
tributed.  Copies  of  such  literature  after  being  printed  shall  be  filed  with 
the  official  State  agency.  Copies  of  all  publication  advertisiiig  shall  be 
mailed  to  the  official  State  agency  a,t  or  before  the  time  these  advertisements 
are  mailed  to  the  publication  or  publications. 

20.  All  advertising  mentioning  blood  test  or  blood  testing  shall 
specify  the  disease  tested  for,  the  met^iod  used  in  conducting  the  test,  and 
shall  further  state  under  wliat  official  supervision  the  test  was  conducted. 

21.  The  term  "tested"  or  "blood  tested"  shall  not  be  used  in  connecti-o 
with  disease  eradication  or  control  except  as  outlined  in  this  plan. 

22.  The  usage  of  the  word  "accredited"  to  indicate  breed  improvement, 
disease,  eradication  or  control,  or  in  any  other  way,  is  prohibited. 

23.  The  selection  of  birds  in  a  flock  to  qualify  as  (State) 

or  (state)  Certified  by  an  official  State  inspector  shall  be  regarded  as 
one  official  flock  inspection. 
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FIRST  TURKET  3ESEDING  STAGE  •  ..  . 

*( stats)  APPBDYED  FLO OKS  shall  meet  the  following  requirements: 

1.  Meles  and  females  shall  he  carefully  selected  each  year  for  con- 
stitional  vigor  and  standard  qualities  to. a  reasonably  high  degree.  The 
following  specifications  shall  also  he  met: 

(a)  Conformation:  Body  deep,  flesh  of  hreast  well  developed, 
giving  this  region  a  rounded  fullness,  in  contrast  to  sharp-kealed 
birds  lacking  in  muscular  development.  Back  wide  and  flat.  Leg 
hones  sturdy,  of  medium  length  and  without  coarseness. 

(h)  Shape  of  breastbone:  Breastbone  straight  and  relatively  long, 

(c)  Bate  of  maturity;  Birds  showing  definite  indications  of.,  late 
maturity  shall  not  be  approved. 

(d)  Weight;  The  minimum  body  weight  shall  be  as  follows: 

All  varieties 

Lbs. 


Adult  tom - - - — -  20 

Yearling  tom  — - - - - - - - - -  16 

Young  tom  (24  weeks) - — - - - — —  12 

Old  hen - - - - - — - - - - -  10 

Young  hen  (24  weeks) - - -  8 


2.  After  the  third  year  of  (State)  Approved  turkey  breeding  work  , 
on  any  farm,  males  shall  be  from  (State)  Certified  pen- matings  or  a  higher 
breeding  stage. 

3.  The  selection  of  the  flocks  shall  be  inspected  and  approved  by 
an  official  Stabe  inspector. 

All  birds  to  be  used  in  the  (State)  Approved  turkey  flocks  shall  be 
individually  selected  by  an  official  State  inspector  or  by  a  turkey  flock- 
selecting  agent,  who  sha.H  be  required  to  take  a,  course  of  training  in  stan- 
dardbred  and  meat-production  judging  prescribed  by  the  State  college  of  agri¬ 
culture  or  other  properly  constituted  State  agency  and  shall  be  required  to 
pass  an  examination  and  be  authorized  by  the  official  State  agency  to  do 
turkey  flock- select ion  work. 

All  birds  selected  for  (State)  Approved  turkey  flocks  shall  be  banded 
at  the  time  of  selection,  with  sealed  and  numbered  leg  bands  obtained  from 
the  official  State  agency.  Birds  rejected  by  the  official  State  inspector  or 
by  the  turkey  flock-selecting  agent  shall  have  their  tails  clipped,  leg  bands 
removed,  and  shall  be  kept  separate  from  the  breeding  flocks.  The  selection 
of  birds  for  a  (State)  Approved  turkey  flock  shall  be  completed  prior  to 


*  Change  to  name  of  the  State  in  which  this  plan  is  adopted. 


March  1  and  at  least  30  days  "before  any  eggs  are  saved  for  hatching  purposes, 
except  that  this  30-day  interval  shall  not  be  required  if  all  males  found  in 
the  breeding  flock  are  approved.  No  birds  shall  be  selected  or  approved 
earlier  than  8.t  24  weeks  of  ■  age 

Before  the  individual  flock,  from  which  it  is  proposed  to  sell  (State) 
Approved  eggs  or  poults,  may  be  recognized  as  a  (State)  Approved  turkey  flock, 
it  shall  be  inspected  and  approved  by  an  official  State  inspector.  Before 
saving  eg£;s  for  hatching  or  offering  for  sale  (State)  Approved  turkey  eggs 
or  poults  of  any  one  va.riety,  all  the  hatchery  turkey  flocks  supplying  eggs 
to  the  hatchery  must  be  inspected  and  approved,  by  the  officied  State  in¬ 
spector.  The  inspection  of  a  flock  by  e,n  official  State  inspector  shall  con¬ 
sist  in  the  physical  examination  by' handling  of  all  males  and  a,  sufficient 
number  of  females  to  satisfy  him  that  the  flock-selection  work  performed 
meets  the  requirements  of  the  (State)  Approved  turkey  breeding  stage. 

No  birds  except  those  with  official  sealed  and  numbered  leg  bends 
shall  be  allowed  in  the  breeding  flocks,  and  no  male  birds  shall  be  allowed 
with  any  other  turkey  females  of  breeding  age  on  the  same  premises. 

Where  more  than  one  veniety  is  kept,  ample  provision  shall  be  made 
to  keep  the  varieties  and  their  eggs  separate. 

(state)  APPEOVED  TUEKEY  eggs  shall  come  only  from  (State)  Approved 
turkey  flocks  or  a  higher  (State)  turkey  breedirg  stage. 

(state)  APPEOVED  POULTS  shall  be  hatched  only  from  (State)  Approved 
turkey  eggs  and  in  (State)  Approved  turkey  hatcheries. 

(state)  approved  TuEKEY  KATCHEEIES  shall  be  inspected  by  an  official 
inspector  at  least  twice  during  the  hatching  season.  The  management  shall 
keep  accurate  record  concerning  the  name  and  address  of  each  flock  owner, 
the  number  of  eggs  received  from  each  flock  owner,  name  and  address  of  each 
purchaser,  the  number,  variety,  and  the  da.te  of  shipment  of  all  turkey  hatch¬ 
ing  eggs  and  poults.  These  records  shall  be  open  for  official  inspection  at 
all  times.  Eggs  received  and  poults  hatched  shall  be  subject  to  inspection 
at  all  times,  (state)  Approved  turkey  hatcheries  may  not  ha.tch  for  sale  or 
sell  other  than  (State)  Approved  poults  except  as  provided  for  in  General 
Eegulation  No .  15  and  as  hereinafter  prescribed  under  the  paragraph  entitled 
(STATE)  CEETIPIED  POULTS. 

SECOND  TUEKEY  BREEDING  STAGE 

(STATE)  CERTIPIED  TUEKEY  BLOCKS  (Block  Matings)  sha.ll  fulfill  all  the 
requirements  of  (State)  Approved  turkey  flocks  and  shall  be  free  from  dis¬ 
qualifications  as  described  in  the  American  Standard  of  Perfection  except 
as  to  weight.  The  females  shall  be  mated  to  sons  of  (State)  Register  of 
Merit  Toms. 

The  birds  shall  be  selected  by  an  official  State  inspector  once  each 
year.  All  flocks  sha.ll  be  inspected  by  an  official  Sta.te  inspector  at  least 
once  during  the  hatching  season.  After  the  second  yea^r  of  (State)  Certified 
turkey  breeding  work  on  any  farm,  females  shall  be  from  (State)  Certified 
matings  or  a  hi^er  breeding  stage. 
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'  (SSAEE)  CEHTIFIED  lUEKSY,  iliOCXS 'ben  Matings)  shall  include  only  ( Stated 

Approved  demeles  or  females  of.  a  hi^er.  twkey  "breeding  stage  mated  to  a  son 
of  a  (State)  Register  of  Merit  ton,.,,  Ror  'the  first  and  second  years  of  [state]’ 
Certified  Turkey  Ren  "breeding  on  ejiy  .farm-,  the  tom  need  not  "be  'o,  son  of  a 
[state]  Register  of  Merit  tom.'. 

Only  One  male  shall  "be  allowed  in  a  single  "breeding  pen  and  the  date 
of  entry  and  removal  of  males  shall  be  properly  recorded  and  reported  to  the 
official  State  agency.  ;  .  .  ' 

Ror  each  breeding  pen,  an  accurate  daily  record  shall  be  kept  of  all 
eggs  laid  during  the  breeding  season  and  a  weekly 'record  on  the -number  of 
eggs  sold,  the  number  of  eggs  incubated,  , and  the,;  total  humber  -of  good  poults 
hatched  and  banded,.  ^  Rot  later  than  the  tenth  da^.  of  each 'month  during  the 
breeding  season,  a  copy  of  all.  egg-production  records  o'f  '  the  previbus’  month 
shall  be  sent  to  the  official  State  agency./  Each  egg  shall  be  marked  on  the 
small  end  T/ith  the  letter  or  niunber  of  the  pen.  , 

The  poults  from  each  pen  shall  be  kept  separate  at  hatching  time 
and  shall  be  banded  individually  at  the  time  of  removal  from  thie  hatching 
trays  with  official  sea.led  and  numbered  wing  bands.  An  accurate  record  of 
all  poults  banded  shall  be  furnished  the  official  State  agency  within  five 
days  a,fter  the  date  of  the  hatch.  The  poults  shall  be  subject  to  inspection 
at  any  time.  The  bands  from  dead  poults  shall  be  retained  for  the  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  inspector  and  sliall  be  delivered  upon  request. 

(state)  register  OE  merit  TOM:  Ma.los  that  havC  been  used  to  head  a 
(Sta,te)  Certified  Turkey  Pen  Mating  and  such  mating  hiaving  met  the  following 
minimum  requirements; 

(1)  Hatch;  Sixty-five  percent  or  more  of  all  eggs  set  from  the  pen. 

An  average  of  at  least  20  eggs  per  female  in  the  breeding  pen,  and  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  300  aggs  from  the  pen  shall  be  sot. 

(2)  Viability  of  Progeny.;  The  minimum  number  of  turkeys  raised  to 
market  age  shall  be  75  percent  of  all  poults  started,  and  at  least  100  tur¬ 
keys  from  each  pen  shall  be  raised  to  the  time  of  the  fall  inspection. 

(3)  Market  Quedity  of  Progeny;  Each  bird  rhised  to  market  age’  shall 
be  carefully  examined  prior  to  Rovember  15.  At  the  time  of  inspection,  at 
least  60  percent  of  all  male  progerjy  and  at  least  80  percent  of  all  female 
progeny  shall  be  of  (State)  Approved  quality,  provided  a  minimum  of  70- tur¬ 
keys  from  each  breeding  pen  meet  these  requirements. 

In  order  to  qualify  to  head  a  (State)  Certified  mating  a  male  shall 
have  passed  the  inspection  of  an  officia,!  State  inspector  not  earlier  than 
at  24  weeks  of  age  and  shall  be  banded  with  an  official  sealed  and  numbered 
leg  band.  At  the  time  of  inspection  and  ba-nding,  the  inspector  shall  make 
a  complete  record  of  the  wing -and  leg-band  numbers  of  each  male  bande'd. 

(STATE)  CERTIEIED  TURKEY  EGGS  shall  come  only  .from  (State)  Certified 


flocks . 
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(state)  CERTIEIED  poults  shall  he  hatched  only  from  (State)  Certified 
eggs  and  in  (State)  Certified  hatcheries,  except  that  a  hatchery  may  produce 
and  sell  (State)  Certified  poults  of  one  variety  and  (State)  Approved  of 
another  variety,  in  which  case  the  hatchery  shaJ.l  he  recognized  as  a  (State) 
ipproved  turkey  hatchery. 

(STATE)  CERTIEIEP  TURKEY  HATCHERIES  may  not  hatch  for  sale  or  sell 
other  than  (State)  Certified  turkey  eggs  or  poults  except  as  provided  for  in 
General  Regulation  No.  15.  They  shall  fulfill  all  the  requirements  of  (State) 
ipproved  turkey  hatcheries  and  shall  he  inspected  hy  an  official  State  in¬ 
spector  at  least  twice  during  the  hatching  season. 

THIRL  TURKEY  BRESLING  STAGE 

It  is  not  considered  advisable  to  include  a  trap-nest  breeding  stage 
in  the  tentative  turkey  iii5)rovement  plan  at  this  time  because  of  the  limited 
experience  in  this  work. 

PULLORUM  CONTROL  AND  ERADICATION 

Pullorum  testing  will  he  optional  as  in  the  National  Poultry  In^rove- 
ment  Plan.  Also  the  same  requirements  and  terminology  will  apply,  except 
that  the  prefix  "U.  S.”  shall  not  he  used  until  a  turkey  improvement  plan  is 
adopted  as  a  part  of  the  National  Poultry  Improvement  Plan. 
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